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A bill to legalize (e creation of Van Zandt eonaty, read 3d
time and pa-,ezed by the following vote:

Yiss.—Messrs. Armstrong, Burronghs, Caldwe]l, Doane,
Flanagan, Grimes, Guinu, Hill, Lott, McCulloch McDade,
Ma.ve:.ck Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Poter, Rnsse]l Scarbor-
Olloh Scntt Superviele, Taylor of(msq Jav!or of Fatmm Tay-
lor of HOusmn Trait, Weatherford and White,~—26.

Navs— M:BSN!'S brydn and Martin.—2,

Ou motion of Mr Potter, the Senate adjourned unti] to-mor-
row moraing, 9 o'clock,

3 o "Trurspay, Dec. 6th, 1855,

The Senate was <alied to order by the prealdem, Pursuant to
ad_}ourmnent—-roil called—quorum present,

Journal of yesterday read and adopled

Mr Millican presented the petition of the heirs of S, Penrod,
deceased ; referred to committee on private land claims.

Mr bllpervwle presented the petition of Isabel Seguin y
Ruiz; referced to committee on private land claims. .

Nir Bryan presented the petition of Thomas Hensworth ;
ferred to commitiee on pl‘lunle laud elaims—and the peunon ot
R. Jones ; referred to committee on public debt,

Mr Guinn, chairman of the comrmittee on engrossed bills, re-
ported the toliowmg bills, correctly engrossed,

‘A bill to define more particnlarly the Western boundﬂry of
Milain land district.”

“ A bill guthorising Wm. I). Dillon to practice law”"—and:

“A bill to create the gixteenth judicial district, and define the
time of holding courts in the same.

Mr Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, to Whlch
was referred a bill {ixing 1he salary of the (J'GV'B]'I]OF reported
the same bacl, with the following amendment ; strike out “thres
thousand,” and insert “twenty- five hundred,” and recommended
the adoptlon of the amendment, and passage of the bill.

Mr Potter, chairman of the Judlclary committee, made the
folewing reports :

“The committee on the Judiciary have cousidered the petition
of the beirs of Martin Crow, which prays for a grant of one-
third of & league of land, on account of the rights of said Mar-
tin Crow, deceased. The petition sta‘es that Martin Crow emi-
grated to Texas’in the year 1833, and died in 1834, That he
was a single man—that he had not previous to his death re-
ceived any land as an emigrant, and that the petitioners are
his brothers and sisters. 'The statements contuined in the peti-
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tion are sulficiently sustained by evidence produced before the
committee, but neither the petition nor evidence, shows that the
deceased was introduced into the conntry as a colonisty og that
he was received or adwitted as such in any celonial entérprise,
or that he ctherwise by any special right, became entitled to:a
grant of land as a beadright. Iad the deceased lived and. con:
tirred to reside in the conntry natil the Declaration of Texian
Independence, he or his heirs would have been entitled to one-
third of aleague of land as a headright. But under the facts
shown iu this case the committee are aware of no law which
entitled the deceased to land, and none whicih gives cbllateral
heirs any better right than the deceased had at the time of his
death—and we believe we arefully sustained in this view of the
question by the decisions of the Supreme coart of the State, in
the case of Kennedy's heirs vs. the State—2 Zez. 108, and the
admmistrator of Creth vs. the Repnblic 1 Zew. 33. Yhe com.
mitee therefore instruct me to report the petition back te the
Senate, and recomuiend that it be rejected.

‘I'he Judiciary committee, to which was relerred A bill defin-
ing the times of holding the district courts in the ninth judicial
district, report the same back to the Senate, and recommend s

assage. ' o o

The Judiciary committee, to which was referrel A bill: to
amend an act legalizing the official acts of Wm. H. Steel, com-
missiener, have considercd the same. The real object of the
act appears to be the confirmation of titfes issued by Steel, after
the adoption of the act of the provisional Government of Texas,
Nov, 13th, 1835, closing the land offices. '

In the opinion of the committee it is not proper for the Legis-
lature to undertake to do this. A clause of the 10th section of
the general provisions of the Constitution of the Republic pro-
vides—* ‘{’hat all surveys and locations of land made since the
act of the late consultation, closing the land offices; and all
titles to land made since that time are, and shall be null and
void ; 7 and the 20th Seec. of the Tth Art. of the Constitution of
the State, provides that-— The rights of property and of action
which have been acquired under the constitition and laws of
the Republic of Texus shall not be divested, nor shatl any rights
or actions, which have been divested, barred, or declared nult
atd void by the constitntion and laws of the Republic of Texas,
be re-invested, revived, or re.instated by this constitution, but the
same shall rewain precisely in the sitnation which they were
before the adoption of this constitution.” The Legislature may
make a new grant, but it would look very stmngehto undertake
to nake that valid, which the constitution had declared null
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and voird.  'The committes therefore instimet me to report the
bill back, and recommend its rejection,

Mr Hord, chairnan of the committes on State affairs, to which
was referred A bill providing for a geological survey of the
State, reported a substitnte thevefor, and recommended its adop—
tion and passage.

Mr Hord, chairman of the same commtttw, to which was re-
ferred the petition of Robert Creuzbeavr, in relcrence to a new
map of the State——veporied n bitl for thnt purpose, and recom-
mended its passage ; Bill read first time.

Mr ITiM, from the commitiee on private land claims, made the
following reports.

"The commitiee on private land ciaimg have considered the
petitions of the heirs of Francis Mayher, deceased, asking for a
league and labor of land, and instruct me 10 report—-—“'lh'lt it s
proven to tie satisfaction of the committes that the said Franeis
Mayher emigrated to Texas as early as 1834—that he was the
head of a f-umlv, and continued to reside in Texas with his fam—
iy until his death, which occurred in Bastrop in 1840—that he
was engaged in the service of the Republic, and fought in the
battle of San Jacinto—that be applied for, and obtained a certi
ficate for one league and labor of land from the board of land
commissioners, for the county of Colorado, which was not re—
commended by the Traveling Board., [t seems that in conse—
quence of the death of the ancestor, and the winority of the
chilldren, no effort was ever made to re-establish the claim ; and
the heirs having continued to reside in Texas up to the present
timie, the committee are of the opinion that they are entitled
tv the relief sought, and report the accompanying bill; and re-
comntend its passage ; bill read first time.

The committee on private land claims have had before thema
bhill for the protection of aciual seitlers, and after giving the same
a carcful examination, have come to the concinsion that if such
a law hud been in existence long since it would have been the
meauns of preventing mueh litization ; under the provisions af
this law; if passed, locators will act with nuch caution, and be-
fure lhev make a file on any settler, they must be clearly con—
vinced that the settler has no title.  The penalty, in fact, is suf-
ficient to deier any party who is disposed to mnke files for the
sake of forcing compromises from settlers, in many instances
preferring to pay the specutator a small amonnt, rather than go
into the courts of the conntry. Tt is thought by your commit—-
tee that it this bill passes, there will be but little more filing by
the speculators on the settler.  Thercfore the comniittee recom—
mend the passage of the bill,
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. A majority of your committee on private land claims, to whom
was referred the petition of John A. Wells, have h a the same
under consideration, and fiud from the evidence, th,at sa@ ells
emigrated to Texas in Feb, 1837, served a tour in (he,; AN, Wa
hanarably discharged, obtained his conditional headri ht:q!e,q Hi-
cate as a single man for 640 acres of land, whlch, he ]ocal_ in
1838, and is now actually residing upon it with his. farnlly, tha
he proves to the satisfaction of the committee that he, hias ¢orn-
plied with the reqmrements of the law, bt has not been ahfe o
bring two witnesses in person before any board of laud con;mls—
sioners, to prove that he did remain in the couniry. for three. con-
secutive years, in order to obtain his unconditional cerhﬁcale
I am therefore instructed by a majority of the committee to re-
port the accompanying. bill for his relief, and" recomnmend its
passage.

A bill for the relief of Jno. A. Wells read ﬁrst'txm"e ,

The committee on private land clalms, to whom was referre,d
the petition of Darothy Benton, have had the same under con—
sideration, and find from the evidence before them, “that Aﬁ'red
Benton, deceased, emlgrated to Texas in 1835; was a qlln e
man, that he entered the service of Texasasa xold:er was af %1
battles of San Antonio and San Jacinto, that hé died in Texns
in 1838, withont evér having received his headright certificate
for one-third of a league of land to which he was entitled under
the laws which were in force at the time of his emigration ‘and
death ; and therefore have instructed me to report the accompa=
nying b:ll for the relief of the heirs of the said Alfred Ben on,
deceased, and recommend its passage.

A bill 'for the relief of the heirs of Alfred Benton ; read first
time.

The committee on private land claims have considered 'tho
memorial of the heirs of Samuel C. Stockbridge, and find that
said Stockbridge emigrated 1o Texas subsequent to the 2d of
March, 1836, and prior to the 1st of October 1837, was'a mar-
ried man, and resided in Texas with his family until his death;
and that his family have resided in the country up to the pres-
ent time; that neither the decedent ia his lifetime, nof his heirg
siuce his death, have received land from the Government of
Texas. The committee are satisfied that the heirs of said Stotk-
bridge are entitled to a headright of 1280 acres of land, and
have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, and recom-
mend its passage.

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Sam. C. Stocl\bndge read
first time.

Mr Wren, from the committee on private land clmm to which

' ll
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waa referred a bill for the relief of the young men of Lamar and
Red River counties, reported the same back to the Senate; and
recommen-léd its passage. |

Mr Murtin, from the committes on State affairs, to which was
referred the petition of Margaret Pettigrew, reporied a bill au
thorizing John C., and Margaret Pettigrew to pame a certain
child ; Bill read first time, L

Mr Palmer, from the Judiciary committee, to which was re-
ferred the memorial of Jro. M. Taylor,reported that the said Tay-
lor was certainly entitled to 960 acres of land if not 1280, and
10 $492 82 as pay due him for military services. The commit-
tee therefore offer the following bill, recommending M3 passage,

A bill for the relief of John M. Taylor; read first time.

On motion of Mr Palmer, the rule was suspended, the bill
read second lime, and ordered to be engrossed, _

Mr Palmer moved a further suspension—carried; bill read
third time and passed. |

A message was received from the House, informing the Sen-
ate that the House had passed a bill originating in the House, to
provide for the payment of the six companics of mouunted vol-
unteers, mustered into the service of the State of Texas on the
1st day of Nov. 1854, and to provide for the payment of the
balance of expenses inecurred by said company,

Mr Scott introduced a hill to incorporate the Triuity valley
Railroad compauy ; read first time.

On motion of Mr '[uylor of Houston, the rule was sos-
pended, bill read second time, and reterred to committes oti In-
ternal Improvements. | _

Mr Palmer introduced a bill for the relief of the heirs of Jno.
McCormick ; read first time,

Mr Hord introduced a bill to adwit to record a‘ithentic copies
of certain Instruments; read first tine.

Mr Mc¢Culloch introduced a bill for the relief of Jno. 8.
Liackey and John C, Murtin ; read first time.

On wiotion of Mr McCullech the rule was suspended, bilt
read second time, and referred to commitree on private land
claims. _

Mr Allen introduced a bill to confirm the title of certain pre-
emption settlers, within the limits of Peters’ colony; read first
time.

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was snspended, bill read see=
ond time, and referred to comnuttee on public lands,

Mr Allen introduced a bill to incorporate Milam Lodge, No.
23,0f 1. O. O. F.; read first time.

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was suspended, bill read see-
ond time, and referred to comumittee on the Judiciary.
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Mr Bryan presented (by leave).the petition of F. De. L,a Garza

referred to’ commiltee on private land claims, . . . iy vt

Mr Bryan introduced A bill to incorporate the» Bra@ona
cottnty insurance company ; read first time. = -

Mr Pedigo presented (by leave) the petition of P A Wﬁrk
referred to committee on State affairs, g

Mr Lott introduced a bill for the purehase of a snte an,d the
erection of a store and wam house, and for other purposes.; rea.d
firsttime. .

Mt Lottintroduced a joint resolution appropnntmg $6, 548 70
to meet certain expenses made for the’ Penitentiary ; read ﬁrst
time,

Mr Taylor of Casstintroduced a bill to incorporate the Marga—
ret Houston Female College ; read first time. '

On mintion of Mr Taylor of Cass the rule was suspended bljl
read second time, and referred to committee oh education. .

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on public lnndq to
which was referred A bill for the relief of pre-emptors—re.
ported a substitute therefor, and recommended the adoptien of
the aubsmute, and passage of the bili. L

- ORDERS OF THE DAY.

The followmv House bills were severally read first ume

A bill to mcorparate Jno. M. Gibson Lodge, No. 13, of the I
0. 0. F.

A bill supplemental toan act to incornorate the town of La-
grange, in the county of Fayette,

A bill to provide a permanent and safe building for the use of
the State Department, the Exccutive, and the Auorney General
of the State of Texas,

A joint resolution relating to the votes of Senators Rusk and
Houston on the Kansas-Nebraska act.

A bill for the relief of R. A. Powdrell.

A bil] for the reliefof C. M. Goolsby. .

A bill to provide for the better security of the archives of the
Slate Department.

A bill to provide for the relief of Kindallis Bryan, |

And a bill to provide for the payment of the six companies, of
mounted volunteers, mustered into the service of the State, ‘of
Texas o the 1st d‘l.y of Nov, 1854, and to provide for the pay-
ment of the balance of expenses incurred by said companieg.

On motion of Mr Allen the rule was suspended, the, last blll
read second time, and referred to committee on clalms and ac-
counts,

The following bills were severally read th:rd t:me, and
passed.
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A Dbill to authorize the county court of Dallas county to levy
an additional tax for the purpose of building a coart heuse.

A bill for the relief of Radford Berry,

A bill for the relief of George L. Bledsoe.

- Abill supplemental to the act of Dee. 21st, 1837, entitled an
act toauthorize the clerks of the several courts to appoint depu-
tieg, and requiring then: to keep their offices at the county seat,
and to define the duty of deputy clerks. .

A bill for the relief of the heirs and assignees of Thomas
Williams, -

A blll changing the boundaries of the counties of Calboun,
Victoria, and Refugio, and

A bill creatiyg the county of Wise.

A bill to amend the sixth secfion of an act to incorporate the
towns of Victoria, Goliad, and Gonzales ; read third time.

On motion of Mr Potter, the 1st section of the bill was
amended by striking out ull after the word * Mayor;” the bill
then passed. .

A bill donating to actual settlers on vacant public domain 320
acres of land; read third time and passed by the following vote:

Yras—Messrs Allen, Armstrong, Guinn, Lott, Martin, Ped-
igo, Pirkey, DPotter, Russell, Scarborough, Scott, Superviele,
Taylor of Cass, Taylor of Houston, Truit, Weatherford, and
‘Wren—17.

Navs—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, Flana--
gan, Grimes, Hill; McCulloch, Mc¢Dade, Maverick, Millican,
Pa!mer, Whitaker, and White—14,

On motion of Mr Hill, the vote ordering the engrossment of a
bill to define more particularly the Western boundary line of
Milam land district on yesterday, was reconsidered.

Oa motion of Mr Armstrong the caption of the bill was
amended by inserting the words “ and Northern ” after the words
¢ Western.”

On motion of Mr Hill, the bill was amended by striking out
all after the enacting clause, and inserting “That the Western
and Northern boundary lines of the Milam land district are
hereby fixed,and shall run with the dividing ridge of the waters
ot the Brazos and Colorado rivers, to a point lying S. 45 deg. E.
of the junction of the Clear Fork of the Brazos river and Elm
creek—thence N. 45 deg. W, to the Brazos river—thence down
said river; and that the territory in said boundarjes shal] belong
to the Milam land district, and that this act shall take effect from
its passage.

On motion of Mr Hill, Mr Taylor of Fannin was excused
from attendance on the Senate, on account of sickness.
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A bill to create the sixteenth judicial district, and define the
times of holding courts therein ; read third time. -

On motion of Mr Allen the bill was amended by adding at the
end of the third section—* Ard that all cases of appeal from the
decisions of the district court in thig district shall be to the branch
of the supreme court at the city of Austin; the bill then passed.

A bill to create the seventeenth judicial district of the State of
Texas, and to define the times of holding the district courts
therein, read.

Mr Guinn offered the following as a substitute—* A bill to
change the sixth and ninth judicial districts, and to define the
time of holding courts therein;” adopted.

The bill wag then ordered to be engrosged. _.

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was suspended, bill read.
third time, and passed by the following vote : .

Yras—Messrs Bryan, Burroughs, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn,
Lott, Millican, Palmer, Pirkey, Potter, Russell, Scott, Superviele,
Taylor of Cass, Tuylor ot Houston, Truit, Weatherford, Whit~
aker, White and Wren—21.

Navs—Messrs Armstrong, Caldwell, ITill, McCulloch, Martin,
and Maverick—®.

House bill to create the county of Parker, and report of com-
miltee on lands, recommending that the same be amended by
striking out *“ Lovejoy ” as the name of the county seat,and in—
serting ¢ Weatherford ;7 read, and report adopted.

Mr Armstrong moved to strike out the name of * Parker,”and
insert that of “ Kicakpoo.”

Mr Potter called fora division of the question; carried,

The name of Parker was then struck out,

And on motion of Mr Weatherford the name of * Bedford”
was inserted.

Onr motion of Mr Armstrong the vote ndopting the report of the
commitiee was reconsidered, and on motion of Mr Taylor of Cass,
the report was laid enthe table,

Oa motion of Mr Weatherford, the name of ¢ Lovejoy,” ag the
counly seat was then stricken ont, and that of “ Covington ™ in-
serted ia lieu thereof.

On motionof Mr Weatherford, the bill was then amended b
adding to section third—" That all settlers twenty—one years old,
who have resided within the limits of said county sixty days
prior to said election, shall be entitled to a vote for the location of
the county seat, -

The bill was then passed to a third reading.

A bill more particularly to define the Eastern boundary line of
Bastrop county ; read second tiine, and referred to committee on
counties and connty boundaries,
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Report of the committee on public debt on the petition of
Wm. Cravens, Wm. M. Hewett, sen., and Mercer Fare, asking
to be discharged from Iarther cousideration of the same; read
and adopted,

A bill to quiet land titles; read second time, and referred to
committee on the Judiciary.

Report of the cominittee on Finance, on A bill relating to the.
duties olassessors aud collectors of Taxes ; read, and ordered to
be engrossed.

A bill to incorporate the city of Marshall; rend and ordered
to be engrossed.

Report ot the committee on Internal Improvements, on A
bill to incorporate the Texas iron, steel, and copper manufactur-
ing company—read, on motion ot Mr Hill the report and bill
were laid on the table.

Report of the committee on Internal Improvements on a bill
to repeal an act to provide for the coustruction of the Mississip.
piand Pacific Railroad company ; read, on motion of Mr Fian-
agan the report and bill were Jaid on the table until Thursday
the 13th inst,

Report of the committec on counties and county boundaries,
on A bill to define the limits of Bexar county, recommending
1S passage, was read.

On motion of Mr Superviele, the first section was amended
by striking out after the words * Southardly along the East line
of Medina county,” the wards ¢ Five milesthence East, South-
easterly to a point ten ” and insert *Seven miles thence in a di-
rect line to a point five ?

On motion of Mr MecCulloch, the bill was laid on the table.

On motion of Mr Guinn, the vote rejecting A bill to muster
into service minnte men for the protection of the frontier settle-
ments, was reconsidered.

Mr Potter moved to reconsider the vote adopting the report of
the majority of the joint select comumittee. :

Ou motion of Mr Flanagan the niotion of Mr Potter was faid
on the table.

A bill for the temporary relief of the Galveston, Houston, and
Heuderson Railroad Company; Read, and referred to committee
en Internal Improvements.

A bill to incorporate the Henderson and State line Railroad
company ; read second time, and referred tocommittee on lnter-
nal Improvements,

Report of the committee on public lands on a bill to confirm
titles in the colonies of Austin and Dewitt, offering a substitute
therefor—was read and made the special order for Friday the7th
inat,y 10 o’clock.
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A bill to repcal an act to provide for the issuance of bounty
and donation land warrants to persons entitled to the same ; read
and ordered to be engrosse, o

Report of the committee on Education on A bill creating a
fund for the erection and support o a State University ; read.

Mr Lott moved to strike out “a* and jnsert “two,” wherever
the same occurred in the bill,

Mr Bryan moved to lay the amendment on the table—lost by
the following vote : |

YEss—Messrs. Bryan, Burroughs, Caldwell, Doane, Grimes,
Hill, McDade, Martin, Palmer, Potter, Scarborough, and Su-
perviele, 12.

Navs—DMessrs. Armstrong, Klanagan, Guinn, Lott, McCul-
loch, Maverick, Millican, Pirkey, Russcll, Scott, Taylor of
Cass, T'ruit, Weatherford, Whitaker, White and Wren, 16.

On motion of Mr Bryan, the report and bill were made the
epecial order for Monday next, the 10thinst., 11 o’clock. '

A bill to incorporate Larissa College—read and ordered to be
engroseed.

A bill to amend an act to organize county courts, approved
March 16th, 1848——read and ordered t> be engrossed.

Report of the committee on Education, on a “bill for the re:
lief of the Fowler Institution,” recomnmending that the sume be
laid on the tahle—read and adopted.

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John P, Rohers--read
and ordercd to be engrossed. .
Report of the committee on Public Debt, on “a bill making
an appropriation for the payment of a pertion of the Public
Debt,” recommending that the same be laid on table, was

read and adopted.

Report of the committee on Private Land Claimns, on the pe-
tition of James M. Robinson, recommending that the same be
laid on the fable, was read and adopted.

A Dbill for the relief of the beirs of Wm. Wingate—read and
ordered to be engrossed.

A bill to chanze the name of Martha R. Eppinger, to Mar-
tha R. Bonner—read und ordered to be engrossed. _

On motion of Mr Guinn, the rule was suspended, bill read
third time and passed. |

Report of the committee on Public Debt, on a “bill giving
the assent of the State of Texas, to an act to provide for the
payment of such creditors of the late Republic of Texas, as
are comprehended in the act of Congress of September the Stb,
1850, which was passed at the 2nd session of the thirty-third
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Congress of the United States, aud approved February 28th,
1855, recommending the rejection of the same, was read.

On motion of Mr Potter, the bill and report were made the
special order for Wednesday next, the 12th, instantat 11 o™~
ctock.

Mr Potter offered the following resolution:

“ Ragolved, That the Senate will hold an afternoon scssion
each day, commencing on to-morrow, for the consideration of
such parts of the code as shall be before it, and thatthe after—
noon session shall be devoted exclusively to the eonsideration
of the same”—adopted.

On motion of Mr Russell, the Senate adjourned until to-
morrow morning, 9 o'clock,

? e —

Fripav, Dec. Tth, 1553,

The President called the Senate to order, pursnant to ad-
journment—roll called—quorum present.

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Mr Grimes presented the petition of E Bader—referred to
the comnmittee on Private Land Claims.

Mr Wren presented the petition of Abel Morgans—referred
to the comnmittee on Public Debt.

Mr McCalloch presented the petitionsof W. A. Androg, and
James Furguson, and of J R Barleson and Sarah Burleson—
roferred to the coimnmittee on Finance.

Mr Lott presented the memorial of Jas. Jones and Lewis
~ Jones, and the petition of Jotin Graves—referred to the com-
mittee on Public Lands.

Mr Hill presented the petitions of Mary Robbins and of Ru-
fus Campbell—referred to the committee on Private Land
Claims,

Mr Guinn, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills,
reporied the following bills correetly engrossed :

“A bill to change the 6th and 9th judicial districts, and to
define thetime of bolding courts therein.”

“A bill to be entitled, an aet for the relicf of John N. Taylor.”

“A bill tochange the name of Martha R Eppinger to Mar-
tha B Bouner.”

“A bill to define more particularly the Western and Northern
boundary of Milam Land District.”

“A bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Wingate,” and

“A bill to repeal an act to provide for the issuance of boun-
ty and donation warrants, to persons entitled to the same.”

My Martin presented the petition of sundry citizens of Hill
county—referred to the committee on Public Lands.

-



